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apparent disagreement between Komisli tradition anil the 
Bible. Let the reader, however, only consider the 
doctrines we have referred to. We are not here dis- 
puting but that the Cliurch of Kome may be right on 
all tlicse points, and that her doctrines may be in some 
way recohciled with Scripture: all we say is, that there 
certainly rt;>pcaf8 to be some (li.«ai;reement ; that many 
thousands who have read tlie Bible, with earnest prayer 
to be directed to the truth, have come to the conclusion 
that, on these subjects, the doctrine of the Church of 
Borne does not agree witli the Bible — nay, we niny add, 
for ourselves, tliat if on these subjects we are mistaken, 
tlie Scriptures are the cause of our error. We are con- 
vinced, then, th.it if the doctrines of the Church of 
Kome be true, the reading of the Scriptures is deci- 
dedly miscliievous, and that it would have been far 
better for the church had they never been written. 

But now comes the difHculty far the Romish theory. 
God Aas caused the Scriptures to be written; he suicly 
knew what w;is best fur his church. Are we to suppi -o 
that he gave a " revelation" which requires to be carp- 
fully concealed ? or, that the words of our Saviour and 
liis Apostles were recorded by the Spirit of God, only 
to mislead tlious.inds of tliosc who read them ? 

For what purpose are we to im.Tgine that the Scriptures 
Were written? Would God have given them to his church 
as a guide, if he had already provided her with another 
guide, s.afer and better? For K'.iman Catiiolic divines 
conliiuially remind os, that oral tradition was first. 
Now, in the illustration with whii h we began, we were 
obliged, in order to make our story probable, to suppose 
that the traveller had set out with tlie guide who spoke 
most obscurely iuid who h.'id the least to tell ; it wo\ild 
have been absurd if we had represented him as taking 
a second guide, who coiild tell him nothing but what his 
first guide told him i>l,aiiur ai'.d better. We ought, 
however, tci hive done tliis, in order, accurately, to illus. 
trate the theory of the Church of Home. According to 
her, tiic church's tradition embraces all the doelrines of 
Ohristiiinity, and teaches them, without possibility of 
error; and to tliis guide u-as a'Ided the Bible, which 
only contains some of these doctrines, and teaches them 
ill such a way as to be likely (more likely than not) to 
be misunderstood. 

The conclusion, to which the preceding reflections have 
irresistibly led us, is, that if the teaching of the Church 
of Rome be true, the Scriptures would not have been 
given. But the Scriptures have been given ; therefore, 
the tcachi:ig of the Church of Rome is not true. In 
fact, we h;ive reason to think, that the system of having 
two guides does not answer in practice. We have found 
tliat the Church of Rome, which proposes to have two 
guides — Scripture and tradition — finds it necessary, in 
practic ■, to silence one of them. We are led, therefore, 
to believe, that God has given us a &ivgh rale of faith ; 
and when we ask what that rule is; since we find that 
Protestants and Roman Catholics are agreed that the 
Bible is the rule of faith, although they are not agreed 
whether anything else is, we cannot hesitate to take 
that for our guide whose infallibility all confess — -Let 
it be the lantern unto our feet, the light unto our paths. 



TALK OF THE ROAD— No. V. 
We hope our readers will be glad to hear what Pat and 
.Jeni were talking about since. Well, as they were 
wttlkins home from their work, not long since, Pat 
asked .Jem, " What do you find in the reading now, 
.Icm ?" 

" Why," says Jem, " my mind was running on that 
»tory about the stone and the praty. You mind wh.at 
you told me about what our blessed Saviour said about 
it, and it made me think so different of the great God 
from anything I ever could tliink before, and it made 
meffft so different-like to him, that I took to reading 
tliat plitcc over and over And sure if I had any doubt 
■bom reading the Bible, the reading of that story over 
and over niakjs me feel in my heart, that readmg 
God's book is a blessed thing to us poor cieatures. And 
then, when I was reading, the next verse stuck in my 
tnind, and this is it — -Ask and it shall be given to you; 
*eck »nd .Tou shall find ; knock and it siiall be opened 
to yon. For every one that askoth rceeiveth ; and he 
that»eeketh fiadeth ; and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened.' And thetn words is in iny mind, night and 
d«y; and there's Bomething I understand, and some- 
tbiDg I don't." 

" Well, tell us about that," fays Pat. 
"Well," Bays Jem, " I see plain enough about ask- 
ing, for «urfe that i» praying to our Father in heaven ; 
*iS doesn't that »ay, that If we pray to him, he will 
aHBwer our prayers. And sure is not that the great 
tHIhgfor tlie like of «ra? Well, I see, too, about seehmtf. 
If we look to know God, we will come to know him'; 
ana where wold we seek for him, if we didn't in hik 
oWil book ? Slate I hsve found more about him therf 
tbao «ver I learned before ; bnt there's one thing I 
can't Make out at all, and that's abast knocking ;— surfe 
that would be at some gate or doot like, that seemed closefi 
Sften tls ; bat if we don't know what tkt door is, hoir 
eain We get to knock at it; tod if we don't knock at it, 
Kow will we get it open ? And I ean't make it out dt 
«n, a«d I'tn laeKiog for it, day a«d nigbt, Uid tlunkinCf 
B>/be wiU I find it, U I leek." ^ 



'•Deed and I can help you then," says Pat, "and it's 
easy to find; for sure I came on it last Sunday, when I 
was reading the 10th chapter of St. Johns Gospel ; and 
though 1 didn't take heed, as you did, to what our 
Saviour said about knocking, still I came on the answer." 
"JVnd wliat is it at all?" said Jem. 
So Pat repeated the verse (John, ch. 10. v. 9., 
Douay Bible) wliere Christ says, " I am the duob, by 
me if any man enter in he shall be saved." 

" Well, if that isn't the very thing," said Jem, " sure 
I'll never go to work at the Squire's again without 
thinking of that." 
"And why so?" says Pat. 

"Don't you know," said Jem, "that big wall 
round the place, and how would I ever get in with- 
out the door in it? and sure isn't that it entirely, 
when Christ says he's the door ? It means the Kaij in, 
and tli.it there's no stop when the door is open. See 
the good now of our talking together on the road about 
the reading. One thing sticks to one person, and 
another to another ; and when we put them together, 
just see how they lit !" 

" Well that's true, anyway," says Pat, " but I doubt 
there's many a one striving to enter in by the Blessed 
Virgin and the saints, and how will that be? isn't that like 
making Acr thodonr? and, deed, I tried that long enough 
myself; for sure I never was told it was Arong, or got 
any teaching to learn me better, till I took to reading. 
But how will it be at all ?" 

"Is there anything about that in the Bible?" says 
Jem. " Is there .".nything iu it at all for praying to tiie 
Biessfd ■\'irgiii ?'' 

"Well, I don't know," says Pat; "if it's in it I 
havn't come to it yet." 

" Nor I, neither," s;iys Jem ; " nor nothing like it. 
But sure it's hard for me to say that it's not in tlie Bible ; 
for there's a ileal in it that I havu't read yet, a deal 
more than what I I.ave rend ; and how can I go to say 
that it isn't in that?" 

•'That's true enough," says Pat, "its easy enough 
sometimes to know that a thing is in Die Bible, but it's 
mighty hard for ignorant creatures like ns to know tiiat 
a thing is >:vt iu the Bible. If the priests would only 
teach us the Bible, and show us what is iu it, and what 
isn't." 

"Well Pat," says Jem, "if the things was in it, I 
suppose they would, and glad enough too; but if the 
things they teach ns isn't in it, how would it be expected 
they would tell us that, or help us to know it? and that 
makes me think there is things they teach us that isn't in 
the Bible at all." 

" Well, I mind, now," said Pat, "that I lieard Fatlier 
John preach a sermon against the Protestants, and he 
said they were heretics because they did not pray to the 
Blessed Virgin and to the saints and the angels. And 
I mind he didn't say it was in the Bible ; but stih he 
showed us the reason cf it ; • for,' s lys he, ' if you wanted 
anytliing of the (^ueen,' sure, says he, ' it isn't to the 
Queen you would be going yourself," says he, ' but you 
would try and get some one she cared more about than 
she did about you ; and wouldn't yonr own sense tell 
you,' says he, ' that it would be better for you to get some 
great lord or lady to speak for you, than to be putting 
yourself on her?' 'Well, now," says Pat, "doesn't 
all thit stand to reason ?" 

" Well, I mind that sermon, too," says Jem, " and I 
thought a deal of it then, but I don't now; for I was 
thinking it over since, and it doesn't stand to reason at 
all, when you come to look into it; for sure the Queen, 
God bless her, is only a woman like another after all ; 
and how could she hnve every one going to herself? 
Sure she would be fairly worried out of her life, if that 
was the way. Why, in the time of the famine, sure 
that was so sore on us, was there man, woman, or child 
in this parish that wouldn't have gone straight to the 
Queen, God bless her, if they could only get at her? 
but how would it be with her, if all Ireland was going 
to her at wonst, to say nothing of England ? Sure she 
could only talk to one at a time, just like .any other; 
and that's the reason she must have other people for us 
to speak to, and to s|)e.akfor us to her. But, sure, that 
isn't the way with God : sure, it couldn't put him out if 
all the peo;ile in the world were jiraying to him at wonst. 
So you see it doesn't agree at all when you only come to 
look into it. And if I could go to the Queen at once, 
what would stop me? Sure if she was only to see little 
Billy,andhim hungry, and asking me for a praty, when 
I had none to give him, sure if she could only see tliat 
herself, wouldn't it be better for me than if all the 
lords and ladies in Ireland were talking to her about me. 
Sure, don't we know that it's seeing that is believing? 
Dim't the quality hear enough about us, and the distress 
that the poor is in ? Sure, they see enough of it in the 
newspapers to know all about U, but that does no good ; 
but if one of them comes into our houses, and sees t)ie 
want there, then, sure enough, they give us help. So 
you sec, Pat, It's better for u« always just to get tb 
the tight of them if we can, instead of leaving it to 
others to tell them about us. Now, if God sees what 
we w!ant faimgelf, and if he's able and willing to hear i* 
all, if wa Were all praying together, wifhoat any troublie 
*to hioiself, -why wouldn't we go to hltns^lf ? Sure h 
ddesu't Stand to 'reaicm at all, that Itecause tbe Qaeeb 



can't see everything and speak to everybody herself, 
that God can't? And if matters is so different with 
God and the Queen, it's not common sense for Father 
John to be telling us that our own sense ought to make 
us do to God what Aas to be done to the Queen, only 
just because she is like another bo !y, and no greater 
in herself than one of ourselves. 1 > uuld go straight to 
her, if I could, and why wouldn't 1 go straight to God 
if lean?" 

" Well Jem," said Pat, " there's rea-ou in that, sure 
enough, only I didn't see it before ; au.l sure enough I 
would spake to the Queen afore the relieving officer or 
the inspector, if I could, and have more liope in it. 
But how will we get to know at wonst, if the Bible says 
anything about prayii.g to the Virgin Mary, or getting 
her to offer our prayers to God, and to intercede with 
him ibr us? For I want to know that, and it would be 
long to wait till we get all the Bible read through." 

"Well, that's wliat I want to know," said Jem, "and I 
can't be easy till I get to the knowledge of it. For sure 
the more I read in the Bible about God's goodness to 
them that ask him, the harder it seems not to know 
rightly the right way to ask him. Sure I feel every day 
more and more, that it can't be right with me till I 
know hov,' to pray to him in the way that it will please 
him to hear ; and the more I read about him, the more 
call I feel fur praying to him in a way I never did yet, 
aiid it's a hard case not to he sure of the right way." 

"Why would'nt we .ask Mr. Owens?" said Pat, "sure 
lie told ns to go b.ick to him any time we pleased, and 
♦e did'iit go to him yet, and why won't we ask him 
about this?" 

".Sure that's it," said Jem, " and its early yet, and 
what's to hinder our just going down to him now; maybe 
he will just show us what we want in the Bible, and 
settle us at once ; sure enough let us try." 

So ofl" they went to Mr. Owens, and if we c.%n find 
out whit passed, our readers shall have it iu the next 
number. 



THE TWO FARMERS OF BALLINTUBBER. 
There was great joy among the people of the little 
village of Ballintubber, when it became known, for 
certain, that their new landlord, the young Lord Kil- 
marty, was coming to reside among them. It was many 
years since they had seen the face of a resident land- 
lord. The property had belonged to Mr. Sherwin, an 
old gentleman, who had lived all the latter part of his 
life on the Continent; for his debts were so great, that 
he could not show himself in this country. The whole 
management of the estate had been left to his agent, 
Jlr. Grip ; and how he treated the tenantry, Mr. Sher- 
win did not care, provided the money, which he ex- 
pected, was regularly sent over to him. You will guess 
that much was not done for the improvement of the 
land, or for the comfort of the people ; and, indeed, 
any one who walked through Ballintubber, would say 
that it was hard to find a more wretched place, or a 
more neglected set of inhabitants. 

So, when Mr. Sherwin died, and the property passed 
inio the hands of Lord Kilmarty, there was not much 
sorrow in Ballintubber. They could not well change 
for tlie. Worse ; bat Lord Kilmarty was known to be 
very rich, and to be one who would not be forced, by 
his own necessities, to deal hardly with his tenants : 
and, besides, there were some who said that they knew 
him by character, and that he was a very kind man, 
and a good friend to the poor. All that the people of 
Ballintubber ventured to hope at first was, that Lord 
Kilmarty might change his agent, and that tney should 
get rid of Mr. Grip. It would take me too long to 
tell what reasons they had for not liking him : but I 
know that he had no one's good word, and that if you 
could believe all the stories that were told of him, the 
sooner Lord Kilmarty sent him about his business the 
better. However, a couple of months after Mr. Sher- 
wiii's death, there was a great stir in the village. Work- 
men were employed iu putting the great house to 
rights, which had been for years going to rack and 
ruin. By-and-by, furniture and servants were sent 
down from Dublin ; and it was told that the young lord 
himself was to follow as soon as the place was ready ; 
not to pay them a vi.sit now and then, but to settle for 
good and all in Ballintubber. The evening he came 
down, you would have thought the people had all gone 
mad for joy. They did not ring the bells, because they 
had not got any to ring, but bonfires large enough to 
roast an ox were blazing in every direction, and the 
shouting and hurrooing were such as you never heard 
the like of. And when their j'oung landlord made them 
a short speech, thanking them for the welcome they had 
given him, and promising to live among them, they all 
went home as happy as if their fortunes were made. A 
few days after, they were pleased to hear that what 
they all wished had come to pass, and that Mr. CfHp 
was no longer the agent ; but when they asked who was 
to be his successor, they were not a little surprised to 
learn that Lord Kilmarty had said that he Intended )» 
be his own agent. 

"Let him try it for a little while," said Mr. Grip, 
" I am thinking hell get tired of it before long." At 
all erents, the yoan^ noblemftn in 'the first insttui^ 



